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MEMOIRS of Dr. ZIMMERMANN. 


[From the account of his Life and Writings, prefixed to the Tranf- 
lation of his Effay on National Pride, juft publifhed.] 


OHN GEORGE ZIMMERMANN was born at Bruge 

in the Canton of Berne, on the 8th of December, 1728, 

He was early deftined to the medical line, and ftudied phyfick 

at the Univerfity of Gottingen, where he was a difciple and 

friend of the celebrated Haller. He firft refided and pradtifed 
4% at the place of his nativity, and afterwards at Berne. 

r. Zimmermann appears to have firft difplayed the dawn- 
ings of his great genius, which afterwards bioke out with fo 
much effulgence, in a Latin Differtation on taking his degree 
of Door of Phyfick at Gottingen, and foon after by the Lite 
of Haller, which was produced in the 27th year of his age. 
Though in the contra&ted {phere of biography there was little 
fcope for the poetick diction and forcible exprefion which 
abound in his other writings, this life of Haller prepared the 
expeCtations of the publick, and announced the great talents 
which afterwards were fo confpicuous in the various pro- 
du@tions which fucceeded, and fecured to him the applaufe 
both of his countrymen and of foreigners. 

Of the beauty and excellence of the Effay on Solitude the 
Englifh reader is already acquainted by the inimitable tranfla~ 
tion which has quickly pafled through five editions: This 
however being made from the French of Mercier, deviates in 
fome material inftances from the German, 
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The great efteem which this work acquired on all fides was 
much enhanced by the grateful acknowledgement of one of the 
moft diftinguifhed perfonages of modern times. Dr. Zime 
mermann was prefented in 1785 with a {mall cafket in the name 
of her Imperial Majefty the Exnprefs of Ruflia. The cafket 
contained a ring enriched with diamonds of an extraordinary 
fize and luftre, and a gold medal bearing on one fide the por 
trait of the Emprefs, and on the other the date of the happy 
reformation of the Ruffian empire. This prefent was ace 
companied by a note written in the’ Emprefs’s own hand, con« 
taining thefe memorable words: “ To Dr. Zimmermann, 
Couniellor of State, and Phyfician to his Britannick Majefty, 
to thank him for the excellent precepts he has given to man 
kind in his Treatife on Solitude.” 

Dr. Zimmermann’s fame as an able phytician was firmly 
eftablifhed, and he became aniverfally known and admired on 
account of thefe and various other valuable produ@ions. He 
held the firft rank amongft the literati ; and as the great Hal- 
ler, by the penetration and difcriminative patronage of a Britifh 
Monarch, had been honoured with the medical chair at Got- 
tingen, fo our prefent gracious Sovereign, equally zealous to 
reward the con{fpicuous merits of Haller’s avowed difciple and 
friend, invited Dr. Zimmermann to accept the office of his 
Firft Phyfician at Hanover, where he was accordingly efta- 
blifhed in that quality in 1768. 

His honourable appointment at Hanover was accompanied 
with many advantages, and he had fondly imagined that a life 
free from anxiety and care would have been his conftant por= 
tion. In this exgectation he however experienced a fad re- 
verfe, and the pleafing hope which an extreme fenfibility of 
mind had formed, faded * like the bafelefs fabrick of a vifion;” 
for he foon after became a prey to a fevere bodily diforder, and 
a martyr to the greateft irritability of the nervous fyftem. 

Searcely had he arranged his domeftic houfehold at Hanover, 
when death, infatiate archer, aimed his relentlefs dart at the 
bofom of his favourite child. In feveral elegant and pathetick 
paflages of his Effay oa Solitude, he feelingly deplores the lofs 
of this amiable young lady. 

The fedentary life Dr. Zimmermann led, and the mental 
anguifh he laboured under, brought on the moft alarming 
fymptoms of a fevere and painful diforder, firft contraéted at 
Gottingen. ‘To procure relief from this inveterate malady he 
fubmitted toa chirurgical operation, which was performed 
upon him at Berlin ia 1771, aud which afforded fome refpite 
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from its acrimony ; and he appears afterwards to have pafled 
his time tolerably well at Hanover. Here it was he enjoyed 
the reward due to his tranfcendant abilities ; hence his fame 
{pread over the whole literary world; here his fuperior talents 
were called into action and exerted; and his acquaintance 
courted by all whofe good fortune it was to be known to him. 
With many of the moft intelligent men of his time he kept up 
an extenfive and interefting correfpondence, chiefly on medical 
and philofophical fubje&ts; among thefe were Dr. Tiffot, Pro- 
tefflor Bonnet, Dr. Marcard, Dr. Lettfom, and the learned and 
celebrated Mr. de Luc, at this time refident at Windfor, and 
Reader to her Majefty. 

Our author enjoyed in an eminent degree the efteem and 
confidence of Frederick the late King of Pruffiae On the 
fixth of June, 1786, that great monarch and diftinguifhed hero, 
declining under the accumulated weight of age, the gradual 
decay of his bodily powers, and a dropfical complaint of long 
ftanding, addreffed a letter to Dr. Zimmermann, requefting to 
know, whether he could make it convenient to come to Potf- 
dam to attend him as phyfician. His Majefty received an 
anfwer in the affirmative, in confequence of which the Doctor 
was further honoured with a prefling invitation, and he accor 
dingly took his departure, and arrived at Potfdam late in the 
evening of the 23d of June, and early on the following morn- 
ing was fent for to the King. Frederick’s cafe was decidedly a 
dropfy, although he could not be brought to believe it, and 
Dr, Zimmermann was convinced from the firft day of his at- 
tendance that his Majefty was irrecoverable; efpecially on ac- 
count of his intractability as a patient, and his great indulgeace 
in melons and other things the moft prejudicial. He waited 
conftantly on his royal patient every morning, and in thefe in- 
terviews held many converfations of the moft interefting nature 
with that great and valiant potentate. For his fervices and the 
expences of his journey he received two thoufand crowns, and 
took his leave of Potidam on the 11th of July, deeply affedted 
with the laft words of the King, addreffed to him, and which 
were, ** Adieu, my good, my dear Dr. Zimmermann; donot 
forget the old man whom you have feen here.” Thirty-eight 
days after his departure, Frederick II, juftly called the Great, 
breathed his laft, and left tae world a brilliant example of he- 
roifm and wifdom, of philofophy and philanthrophy, indelibly 
recorded, not only inthe annals of time, but in the grateful 
and patriotick hearts of the pofterity of his fellow-foldiers and 
fellow-countrymen, his fubjects. 
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Ina little time after this mournful event, Dr. Zimmermann 
publifhed an Account of his Converfations on the above-men- 
tioned occafion with the King of Pruffia, ‘This account is 
peculiarly interefting and entertaining, as it comprehends al« 
mott every fubje& which the enlightened mind of the Pruffian 
Monarch and of his cclebrated phyfician thought worthy of 
confidcration. A good Englith verfion of this book appeared 
very foon after. 

In 1788 our elegant and fenfible writer publifhed a Treatife 
on Frederick the Great, which pafled through four editions in 
the fhorteit {pace of time. 

This work was written with a view to defend the memory of 
that illuftrious characier, and to clear it from the afverfions 
which were wantonly thrown out by Count Mirabeau in his 
book on the Pruffian Monarchy. Soon after that writer pubs 
lifhed his Secret Hiftory of the Court of Besling which was 
even more illiberal than the former; Dr. Zimmermann, there- 
fore, enlarged his preceding work into an ample vindication of 
that much-wronged Prince from the unmerited infinuations of 
his calumniator, and produced it under the title of Select Views 
of the Life, Character, and Reign of Frederick the Great, 
King of Pruffia. This produ@ion was tranflated into Englith 
in 1792, ina tuperior ftyle, by Major Newman, of the Naflau 
Guards, 

(To be continued.) 





The HISTORY of PAUL and VIRGINIA, 
(Continued from Page 170.) 


ADAME DE LA TOUR and her friend were em- 
M ployed from the morning till the evening in {pinning 
cotton for the ufe of their families. Dettitute of all thofe 
things which their own jnduftry could not fupply, they walked 
about their habitations with their feet bare, and fhoes were.a 
convenience referved for Sunday, when at an early hour they 
attended mafs at the church of the Shaddock Grove, which 
you fee yonder: That church is far more diftant than Port 
Louis; yet they feldom vifited that town, left they fhould be 
treated with contempt, becaufe they were drefled in the coarie 
blue linen of Bengal, which is ufually worn by flaves. But is 
there in that external deference which fortune commands, is 
there a compenfation for domeitic happinefs ? If they had 
fomething to fuffer from the world, this ferved but to endear 
their 
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their humble home. No fooner did Mary and Domingo per- 
ceive them from this elevated {pot, on the road of the Shad 
dock Grove, than they flew to the foot of the mountain, in 
order to help them to afcend. They difcerried in the looks 
of their domeftics that joy which their return infpired. ‘They 
found in their retreat neatnefs, independence, all thole bleffings 
which are the recompence of toil, and received thofe fervices 
which have their fource in affection, United by the tie of 
fimilar wants, and the fympathy of fimilar misfortunes, they 
gave each other the tender names of companion, friend, fifter, 
—they had but one will, one intereft, one table ;—all their 
pofleflions were in common. And if fometimes a paffion, 
more ardent than friend{hip, awakened in their hearts the pang 
of unavailing anguith, a pure religion, united with chafte mane 
ners, drew their affections towards another life 5 asthe treme 
bling flame rifes towards heaven, when it no longer finds any 
aliment on earth, 

The tender and facred duties which nature impofed, became 
a fource of additional happinefs to thofe affectionate mothers, 
whofe mutual friendihip acquired new ftrength at the fight of 
their children, alike the offspring of unhappy love. ‘They de= 
lighted to place their infants together in the fame bath, to nurfe 
them in the fame cradle, and {ometimes changed the maternal 
bofom at which they received nourifhment, as if to blend 
with the ties of friendfhip that inftinctive affection which this 
act of friendthip produces. “ My friend,” cried Madame 
dela Tour, * we fhall each of us havetwochildren, and each 
of our children will have two mothers.” 

Nothing could exceed the attachment which thofe infants 
already diiplayed for each other. If Paul complained, his 
mother pointed to Virginia, and at that fight he fmiled, and 
was appeated. If any accident befel Virginia, the crics of 
Paul gave notice of the difafter; and then Virginia would 
fupprefs her complaints when fhe found that Paul was une 
happy. When I| came hither, I ufually found them quite 
naked, which is the cuftom of this country, tottering in their 
walk, and holding each cther by the hands and under the arms, 
as we reprefent the conftellation of the Twins, At night thele 
infants often refufed to be feparated, and were found lying in 
the fame cradle, their cheeks, their bofoms prefled clofe to- 
gether, their hands thrown round each other’s neck, and, fleep~ 
ing, locked in one another’s arms. 

When they beganto {peak, the firt names they Jearnt to give 
each other were thefe of brother and fifter, and childhood knows 
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no fofter appellation. Their education {erved to augment their 
early friendihip, by dire@ting it to the fupply of their recipro- 
cal wants. Ina fhort time all that regarded the houfehold 
economy, the care of preparing their rural repafts, became the 
tafk of Virginia, whofe labours were always crowned with the 
praifes and kifles of her brother. As for Paul, always in 
motion, he dug the garden with Domingo, or followed him 
with a little hatchet into the woods, where, if in his rambles 
he efpied a beautiful flower, fine fruit, or a neft of birds, even 
at the top of a tree, he climbed up and brought it home to his 
fifter. 

Their fole ftudy was how to pleafe and affift each other 5 
for of all other things they were ignorant, and knew neither 
how to read or write, They were never difturbed by re- 
fearches into paft times, nor did their curiofity extend beyond 
the bounds of that mountain. ‘They believed the world ended 
at the fhores of their own #land, and all their ideas and affece 
tions were confined within its limits. Their mutual tendere 
neis, and that of their mothers, employed all the aQivity of 
their fouls, 

Thus paffed their early childhood, like a beautiful dawn, 
the prelude of a bright day. Already they partook, with their 
mothers, the cares of the houfehold. As foonas the cry of 
the wakeful cock announced the firft beam of the morning, 
Virginia arofe, and haftened to draw water from a neighbour 
ing {pring; then returning to the houfe, fhe prepared the 
breakfaft. Wohenthe rifing fun lighted up the points of thofe 
rocks which overhang this inclofure, Margaret and her child 
went to the dwelling of Madame dela Tour ; and they of- 
fered up together their morning prayer. This facrifice of 
thank{giving always preceded their firit repaft, which they often 
partook betore the door of their cottage, feated upon the grafs 
under a canopy of plantain; and while the branches of that 
delightful tree afforded a grateful thade, its folid fruit furnifhed 
food ready prepared by nature, and its long glofly leaves, {pread 
upon the table, fupplied the want of linen. 

Plentiful and wholefome nourifhment gave early growth 
and vigour to the perfons of thofe children, and their counte- 
nances exprefied the purity and the peace of their fouls. At 
twelve years of age the figure of Virginia was in fome degree 
formed; a profufion of light hair fhaded her face, to which her 
blue eyes and coral lips gave the moft charming brilliancy. 
Her eyes {parkled with vivacity when fhe fpcke ; but when 
fie was filent, her look had a cait upwards, which gave it an 
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expreflion of extreme fenfibility, or rather of tender melan- 
choly. 

Already the figure of Paul difplayed the graces of manly 
beauty. He was taller than Virginia, his {kin was of a darker 
tint, his nofe more aquiline, and his black eyes would have 
been too piercing, if the long eye-lafhes, by which they were 
fhaded, had not given them a look of foftnefs. He was con 
ftantly in motion, except when his fifter appeared, and then, 
placed at her fide, he became quict. 

Their meals often paffed in filence; and, from the grace of 
their attitudes, the beautiful proportions of their figures, and 
their naked feet, you might have fancied you beheld an antique 
group of white marble, reprefenting fome of the children of 
Niobe; if thofe eyes which fought to meet, thole fmiles which 
were an{wered by {miles of the moit tender foftnefs, had not 
rather given you the idea of thofe happy celeftial fpirits, whofe 
nature is love, and who are not obliged to have recourfe to 
words for the expreffion of that intuitive fentiment. In the 
mean time Madame de la Tour, perceiving every day fome 
unfolding grace, fome new beauty in her daughter, felt her 
maternal anxiety increafe with her tendernefs. She often faid 
tome, ‘ If I fhould die, what will become of Virginia withe 
out fortune ?” 

Madame de la ‘Tour had an aunt in France, who was a 
woman of quality, rich, old, anda great bigot. She had be- 
haved towards her niece with fo much cruelty upon her mare 
rizge, that Madame de la Tour had determined that no diftrefs 
or misfortune fhould ever compel her to have recourfe to her 
hard-hearted relation. But when fhe became a mother, the 
pride of refentment was ftifled in the ftronger feelings of mae 
ternal tendernefs, She wrote to her aunt, informing her of 
the fudden death of her hufband, the birth of her daughter, 
and the difficultics in which fhe was involved ata diftance trom 
her own country, without fupport, and burthened with a child. 
She received no an{wer ; but, notwithitanding that bigh {pirit 
which was naturai to her character, fhe no longer feared exe 
pofing herfelf to mortification and reproach; and, although 
fhe knew her relation vould never pardon her having married 
amanof merit but not of ncble birth, the continued to write 
to her by cvery opportunity, in the hope of awakening: her 
compzfiion ter Virginiae Many years however pafied, during 
which ihe received not the imallcft teftimony of her re 
membrance. 

At 
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At length, in 1738, three years after the arrival of Monfieur 
de Ia Bourdonnais in this ifland, Madame de la Tour was in- 
formed that the Governor had a letter to give her from her 
aunt. She flew to Port Louis, carelefs on this occafion of ap- 
pearing in her homely garment. Maternal hope and joy fub- 
dued all thofe little confiderations which are loft when the 
mind is abforbed by any powerful fentiment. Monficur 
de la Bourdonnais delivered to her a letter from her aunt, 
who informed her, that fhe deferved her fate for having mar- 
ried an adventurer and a libertine: That mifplaced paflions 
brought along with them their own punifhment, and that the 
fudden death of her hufband mult be confidered as a vilitation 
from Heaven: That fhe had done well in going to a diftant 
ifland, rather than difhonour her family by remaining in 
France ; and that, after all, in the colony where fhe had taken 
refuge every perfon grew rich except the idle. Having thus 
Javifhed fufficient cenfure upon the conduét of her niece, the 
finifhed by an eulogium of herfclf. To avoid, the faid, the 
almoft inevitable evils of marriage, fhe had determined to 
remain in a fingle ftate. In truth, being of avery ambitious 
temper, fhe had refolved only tounite herfelf to aman of high 
rank ; and, although fhe was very rich, her fortune was not 
found a fufficient bribe, even at court, to counterbalance the 
malignant difpofitions of her mind, and the difagreeable qua- 
lities of her perfon. 

She added in a poft{cript, that, after mature deliberation, fhe 
had ftrongly recommended her niece to Monfieur de Ja Bour- 
donnais. ‘This fhe had indeed done, but in a manner of late 
too common, and which renders a patron perhaps even more 
formidable than a declared enemy; for, in order to juftify 
herfelf, fhe had cruelly flandered her niece, while fhe atteéted 
to pity her misfortunes. 

Madame de la Tour, whom no unprejudiced perfon could 
have {een without feeling fympathy and refpeét, was received 
witb the utmoft coldnefs by Monfieur de la Bourdonnais ; and, 
when fhe painted to him her own fituation, and that of her 
child, he replied with indifference, “ We will fee what cana 
be done—there are fo many to relieve—why did you of- 
fend {fo refpectable a relation?—You have been much to 
blame.” 

(To be cantinued.) 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH. 
Tuespay, February 7. 


Lorp WaALpoLe wv. Lorp CHOLMONDELEY. 


HIS was a cafe which came before the Court upon a 

writ of error, from the Common Pleas, where there had 

been a trial at bar, and a verdict had been given for Lord Chol- 

mondeley. In addition to the writ of error, there was a bill 

of exceptions, tendered on the part of the plaintiff in error, 

on account of the Court of Common Pleas having refufed to 
receive certain parole evidence at the trial. 

The difpute arofe upon the codicil of the will of the late 
Lord Oxford. His Lordfhip had made two wills, the one was 
dated in the year 1752, the other in 1756. By the one, the 
eftate went to the noble family of Cholmondeley, by the other, 
to thatof Walpole.—The queftion at the trial was—to which 
of the two wills the codicil referred ? 

The fingle queftion of Jaw now was—Whether the parole 
evidence which was offered to the Court of Common Pleas, 
ought to have been received ? 

This queftion was very ably argued, by Mr. Serjeant Wil- 
liams, for the plaintiff, and Mr. Serjeant Palmer, for the de- 
fendant in error. 

The Court was unanimoufly of opinion, that the decifion of 
the Court of Common Pleas was right, upon the broad and 
general principle of law, “ that no parole evidence fhould be 
received to explain the meaning of a will, where there is no 
latent ambiguity in the inftrument itfelf,” and therefore the 
judgment of the Court of Common Pleas was affirmed. 





Monpay, February 20. 
PATENTS.—THE Kine uv. MILEs. 


THE trial of this important caufe occupied the whole of 
the day. 

In 1786, John Miles of Birmingham, obtained a patent for 
making lamps, in different forms, of any kind of metal or 
metallic fubftance, to be ufed on the collars of hories, or on 
Carriages, foas to give perfect light, though ever fo much agi- 

Vou, XXIX, 2F tated 




















tgo0 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


tated or fhaken.- This patent was obtained for the term of 
fourteen years exclufively. The nature of the invention, as 
ftated in the {pecification of the patent is, this :—The lamp 
had an air-tight refervoir, with an aperture or hole to admit as 
much air only as to make the lamp burn, but fo very {mall as to 
preclude the poffibility of any of theoil running out. On the 
top of the refervoir, and round the burner of the lamp, there 
is a bafon or preferver to receive the redundant @il, or fuch pare 
of itas may boil over: In this preferver there is a cavity, 
through which there is a hole to communicate with the burner, 
by which this redundant oil is reconveyed to be abforbed by 
the wick, and effectually prevented from overflowing or fpilling. 

’ The aétion was brought to diffolve the patent, on the ground 
of thefe lamps not being the original invention of the pa- 
tentec, 

Several refpe@able and ingenious men were examined as 
witnefles as to the nature of this invention, particularly Mr. 
Samuel More, Secretary to the Socicty of Arts, Commerce, 
and Manufactures, who depofed that the {mall hole in the res 
fervoir of the lamp, was, in his opinion, the peculiar invention 
of .Mr, Miles, and that he fhould think any lamp conftruéted 
with that hole, was an infringement of the patent, 

Several mechanics were alfo examined, who produced dif« 
ferent fpecimens of lamps, made many years before the patent 
was granted, which they {wore were conftructed on the fame 
principle with thofe of Mr. Miles, and which, though differing 
in form, yet anfwered every purpofe equally well. 

Lord Kenyon, in fumming up, obferved, that the only dif- 
ference between the lamps produced, and that of Mr. Miles, was, 
that the preferver on the top was of alarger extent in his than 
the others, 

The Jury, after about five minutes confutation, founda 
verdict for the Crown. 








Tuespay, February 21. 
ATKINS wv. IBBERSON. 


THIS. vs an action to recover.the value of a trunk, which 
had been ftolen out of a ftage coach, of which the defendant 
was a proprietor, The value of the trunk was 4ol, 

The defence was, that the defendant was not anfwerable for 
propesty above the value of five pounds, unlefs entered and paid 
for 
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for according to their printed propofals.—Verdi& for the five 
pounds, which defendant had paid into Court. 


See 





ARDEN v. SHARP and GILSON. 


THIS was an action brought upon a bill of exchange, 
which the plaintiff had difcounted for one of the defendants, 
who are partners, and the action was brought againft them both 
on the partnerfhip account. 

It appeared in evidence, that the bill in queftion was dif- 
counted by the plaintiff for one of the defendants on his own 
private account, and not on the account of the partnerfhip, and 
that the plaintiff knew it to be fo at the time he fo dif- 
counted it. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that if a man enters into partnerfhip, he 
is anfwerable to all the world for the condué of his partner, in 
the courfe of trade, and thofe who are theinnocent holders of 
any bills of exchange, which have been iffued forth by one 
of the partners, have a right to refort to the partnerfhip concern 
for payment. But if one partner carried to market a bill of 
exchange for purpofes of his own, and another perfon difcounts 
or advances credit upon it, knowing it to be fo, that it isa 
direct fraud upon the other partner, and the perfon fo advancing 
fhall not recover againft the joint property of the partnerthip, 
becaufe he knows the fituation of the thing, and is a party to 
the fraud upon the partner, who is ignorant of it. It was 
otherwife if the bill came tothe hands of another perfon who 
knew nothing of the tranfaction. : 

One of the Jury told his Lordfhip, that the law was 
generally underftood in trade as his Lordfhip had ftated it 
to be, 

Lord Kenyon faid, he was glad to hear it,and in cafe there 
fhould be any doubts of it, it fhould be made as public as 
pofiible. 





HEARD verfus WILKINS. 


THIS was an aétion brought upon a promiffory note for 
301. which was payable at a country banker’s, on demand, or 
at the houfe of Harley and Co. in London, ten days after fight. 

It appeared that this was what is commonly called a couatry 
bank note, which had been fent up to, and accepted by the 
houfe of Harley and a and payable, as already 
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ftated, in the alternative, at the banking-houfe in the country, 
or at Harley’s and Co. and there was no queftion about the 
note being regular. 

But on the part of the defendant it was contended, that the 
plaintiff could not recover upon it, inafmuch as it had been 
ftolen out of a gentleman’s pocket, which gentleman had 
ftopped the payment of it. That it was prefented by a perfon 
of the name of Birch, at the houfe of Harley and Co, who 
refufed payment, they being indemnified, in the ufual form, by 
the gentleman who loft it. That it afterwards came into the 
hands of the plaintiff, but not till it was ten months over due.— 
That had the plaintiff taken it for valuable confideration before 
it was due, he might have a right to recover upon it, but that 
having taken it fo long after it was due, he took it with all the 
infirmities which belonged to it. 

There was no difficulty about the faéts here ftated, and the 
only queftion was, as to the law arifing upon thefe fads. 

It appeared further, by the evidence of a banker’s clerk, 
that thefe country bank notes are in circulation fometimes for 
years after they become due. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that the law of this cafe might not be dif- 
ficult to be underftood by him, yet, he fhould be glad if the 
plaintiff would fhew that he gave a valuable confideration for 
this note. : 

This was accordingly done. 

Lord Kenyon then obferved, that in the common courfe of 
things, that if any perfon took a billof exchange, after it was 
due, he took it with all its faults and infirmities, for a bill of 
exchange did not undergo much negociation after it was due. 
That was not the cafe here, for it appeared that thefe country 
bank notes were circulated after they were due, and were, in 
that refpe&, payable when prefented, like Bank of England 
notes. Upon this diftinétion between the two initruments, 
his Lordthip was clearly of opinion the plaintiff was entitled to 
recover.—V erdict for the plaintiff.—Damages, the amount of 
he note, with interelt fince it was prefented. 





PorRTER v. ADDINGTON, Esa 


THE Rev. Jofeph Porter recovered from Mr, Juftice Ad- 
dington rool. as a compenfation in damages, for caufing the 
plaintiff to be manacled and fent to bridewell, where he was 
confined among common felons for three days, without any 
charge againft him, or for any reafonable caule. Mr. P. is a 
chaplain 
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chaplain in the navy, and voluntarily attended the Public-Of- 
fice, with aman of the name of Reeve, who was taken there 
on fufpicion of felony, and on whofe behalf he intended to 
fpeak.—In the courfe of the examination the defendant afked 
the plaintiff—Who he was? He anfwered, a gentleman.— 
The defendant replied —* a pretty looking gentleman—TI will 
commit you, Mr. Gentleman,” which he accordingly did. 





Wepnespay, February 22. 
BOROUGH of SHAFTESBURN 
Bryant v. Cooke and LEUDER. 


Mr. ERSKINE ftated this to be an action brought nomi 
nally by Mr. Bryant, but fubftantially by Lord Romney, Mr. 
Chriftie, and Mr. Heapy, the truftces for his eftate. The 
defendants were truftees for the eftate of Mr. Mortimer, who 
had a property and intereft in the borough of Shafiefbury; he 
was poffeffed of part of the houfes in that borough, and Mr. 
Bryant of the other part. Mr. Ertkine faid, this fubjeét had 
been reprefented as a delicate one, but for his part he knew 
no reafon why he fhould treat it as fuch, and therefore he fhould 
acquaint the jury that it was not the mere value of the houfes 
that conftituted the property of the parties, fo much as the 
intereft they gave the proprietors of them at an election.— 
The borough of Shaftefbury, though not one of the pureft 
communities in the world, had the privilege of fending two 
Members to Parliament, who were elected by the inhabitants 
paying fcot and lot, but it too frequently happened that they 
were fonder of receiving {cot than paying it, and the candidates, 
from whom they received molt, were generally fure of being 
fuccefsful ; and for this reafon the property was of little value, 
unlefs it concentrated in one perfon, for where the intereft was 
divided between two, the expences of a feptennial conteit 
were fure to run away with the profits of all the rents. The 
defendants adverting to this, as truftees for Mr. Mortimer, 
entered into an agreement to have the property. united, and 
fold in one lot by Mr, Chriftic, for the benefit of the refpec- 
tive creditors. In confequence of this agreement it was ad~ 
vertifed in the month of January, 1795, and put up to fale in 
the month of April ; but the {um offered being too fiall, it 
was boughtin. He underftood that it was to be contended, 
that in confequence of the eftate not being fold, the agreement 
was 
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was to be confidered as at anend. But he would fhew, that 
the folicitor who made the agreement, did not confider it in 
that light, for he afterwards went to Mr, Chrittie, and told him, 
asa purchafer had not been found, that the’better way would 
be for Mr. Bryant’s and Mr. Mortimer’s truftees to be di- 
vorted: His ufing that emphatical expreffion, fhewed that he 
confidered the agreement as indifloluble, without mutual cons 
fent, for he borrowed his metaphor from a contraét, as binding 
as any in civil fociety. The anfwer Mr. Chriftie made, was, 
that he was furprifed at the propofal, and he defired time tu 
confult his co-truftees, on a fubject of fuch importance. A 
fhort time after this, the defendants, without any farther com- 
munication with the plaintiffs, thought proper to difpofe of 
Mr. Mortimer’s moiety of the eftate, to Mr. Paul Benfield. 
The confequence of felling it to a gentleman of fuch im- 
menfe property as Mr. Paul Benfield, was, that Mr. Bryant’s 
intereft was rendered of trivial value, for it was impoflible for 
any one, unlefs poffefled of great riches indeed, to enter the 
field againft fuch a manas Mr. Benfield. 

Mr. Erfkine proceeded to argue, that this property ought, 
according to the agreement, to have been fold entire, and that 
the defencants were not juftified in feparating it of their own 
accord, and felling it in the manner they had done. 

Lord Kenyon afked, what the learned Counfel confidered a 
reafonable time for carrying the agreement into execution.— 
He thought there had elapled a reafonable time ; the eftate 
had been advertifed to be fold altogether, from January till 
April, when it was put up to auction, and bought in, and the 
defendants had not difpofed of their part till September.— 
However, he did not mean that his opinion fhould ftop the 
caufe. 

The folicitor for the defendants and Mr. Chriftie proved 
the fas mentioned by the Counfel 

Lord Kenyon was perfeéily fatisfied, that the defendants 
had aéted very properly in {felling Mr. Mortimer’s fhiare, 
efpecially as the money was preffed for. He faid, that in a 
quettion between borough-mongers, it was a matter of indif- 
ference to him which fide prevailed, but he muft perform his 
duty upon the principles of the Jaw; and he conceived, that 
after this eftate had been advertifed fo long, and Mr. Chriftie 
had ufed all his allurements, without being able to find a fingle 
buyer, that neither party was bound to wait till a purchafer 
could be found for the whole, 
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Under his Lordfhip’s dire€tion, therefore, the Jury found a 
verdi&t for the defendants. 


eT SOS ee 


TuHurspay, February 23. 
CHURCHILL uv, LITTLER.—BANK Note 


THIS was an a€tion to recover a bank-note of 40l. which 
had been loft by the plaintiff, and which afterwards came to 
the poffeffion of the defendant. 

Several witneffes were called, who proved that the note in 
queftion had been the property of the plaintiff, and that he 
caufed it to be put into the Poft-Office, inclofed in a letter, 
out of which it was fuppofed to have been ftolen. 

The defence to this ation was, that the defendant, who 
keeps a fhop in the Strand, took the note of a ftranger, in the 
ordipary courfe of trade, in the payment of a watch which 
the ftranger purchaled, 

Two witnefles proved, that a man of genteel appearance 
came into the defendant’s fhop, and purchafed a watch for 
feven guineas and a half, and that Mr. Littler took the note in 
quefiion in payment, and gave him in change two ten-pound 
notes, andthe reftincafh, The note was cut round the edges 
insather a fingular manner, which did not at firft ftrike the 
defendant’s eye ; but as foon ashe obferved this circumftance, - 
he went to the Bank, and caufed an advertifement to be pub= 
lithed, defcribing the perfon from whom he took it, in order 
that, if it had been ftolen, the offending party might be 
detected. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that if a note was ftolen, the owner had 
unqueftionably a right to recover it from the perfon who ftole 
it; and in cafe a tradefman took a loft or ftolen note, under 
fuch fufpicious circumftances as could fearcely efeape the at- 
tention of a man of ordinary capacity and caution, he cer- 
tainly ought to fuftain the lofs for his imprudence, and not the 
owner of it; at the fame time (his Lordfhip obferved) the 
manner of taking thefe notes ought not to be too critically 
inveltigated, for fear of ftopping their circulation. The 
learned Judge was of opinion, that any other man might have 
taken the note in queftion under the circumitances the de- 
fendant received it. 
~ The Jury found a verdict for the defendant. 

Gn 
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an ANECODOT E 


HE following mode of getting rid of adifagreeable go- 
vernor, argues a kind of fhrewdnefs, which we might 
have expected from a more polifhed people. The inhabitants 
of Coufah, acity of Chaldea, being naturally difficult to pleafe, 
and of a tumultuous difpofition, were conftantly complaining 
of their governors, and one day came to the tribunal of the 
Khaliff Ali Mamon, with complaints againft one of his 
officers, whom they charged with being no Muffulman, but 
either a very Devil, or one of the Devil’s attendants. The 
Khaliff, obferving the impertinence of the charge, and that it 
confifted of nothing in particular, began to take his officer’s 
part, and commended him, for having in the exercife of his 
office always behaved with juftice, honefty, and integrity. On 
this one of the accufers replied, that what the Khaliff faid was 
indeed true, and that all they had faid againft his officer was 
mere calumny. ; but, fays he, as juftice is due to every body, it 
was not juft that the inhabitants of Coufah only fhould have 
the happinefs to poflefs fo good and juft an officer, and thereby 
deprive the other provinces of the empire of fo great and in- 
valuable a blefling; and therefore we intreat your Majefty, 
that you would fend him to govern fome other of your pro- 
vinces, that he may be equally a bleiling to them, as he has 
been to us. 





wa A NWE'C DO TFT EE. 


fhe anew Hiftory of the Ifle of Wight, lately publifhed, is a 
curious anecdote, given on the authority of Sir John Og- 
Jander’s Memoirs ; and confidered, therefore, as genuine and 
authentic. ‘I have heard,” fays the writer, “ and partly 
know it to be true, that not only, heretofore, there was no law- 
yer or attorney in our ifland, butin Sir George Carey’s time,” 
(who died in the year 1603) “ an attorney coming to fettle 
in the ifland, was, by his command, with a pound of candles 
hanging at his breach lighted, with bells about his legs, hunted 
out of the ifland; infomuch as our anceftors lived here fo 
quietly and fecurely, being neither troubled to London nor 
Winchefter, fothey feldom or never went out of the ifland; 
infomuch as when they went to London (thinking it an Eaft , 
India voyage) they always made their wills, fuppofing no troue 
ble like to travel,” 
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4n ingenious METHOD of obtaining RELIEF. 


LAUDE SANGUIN,a French poet, who died at the 

clofe of the laft century, having had his houfe confumed 

by lightning, fent the following ingenious petition to Louis 

the Fourteenth on the occafion. ‘he Monarch at once felt 

the delicacy of the poet’s verfes, and the diftrefs of his fitua- 

tion, and chearfully ordered him the one thoufand crowns which 
the reader will find were the object of his requeft. 


A LITERAL TRANSLATION. 


TO engage in your matters belongs not to me, 
This, Sire, inexcufable freedom would be ; 

But yet, when reviewing my miferies paft, 

Of your Majefty’s income the total I caft. 

All counted (I’ve ftill the remembrance quite clear) 
Your revenue is one hundred millions a year. 
Hence, one hundred thoufand per day in your pow’r, 
Divided, brings four thoufand crowns to each hour. 
To anfwer the calls of my prefent diftrefs, 

Which lightning has caus’d in my country recefs, 
May I be allow’d to requetft, noble Sire, 

Of your time, fifteen minutes before I expire ? 








-_—_— —_ 


Anfwer, by Ocdipus, of Yeovil, to ‘Fuvenis’s Charade, inferted 
November 28, 


- THROUGH life’s voyage may I fteer, 
From its grofs SLUNDERS free! 
And with a BUSS by my low’d fair 
I fhall rewarded be, 
tl] We have received the like anfwer from W. Matthews, 
and J. S. Field, of Staverton; W. Hole, of Sidmouth; John 
Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; G. Harrifon, junior, 
of Eaft Coker; Thomas Johnfon, of Norton; T. Whicker, 
Exon; J. Williams, jusior, of Plymouth; E. B. of St. Co» 
lumb. 





Anfwer, by WW. Sinkins, of Kingfbridge, to W. Maddick’s Rebus, 
inferted November 28. 
oe initials joined right and true 


Prefent the well-known DOVE to view. 
Voi, ¥ XTX, 2G *t* We 
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*t* We have received the like anfwer from J. B.of Buck- 
faftleigh; C&dipus, of Yeovil; T.G. and J. Harris, Chard ; 
J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; G. Harrifon, ju- 
nior, of Eaft Coker; W. Bickham, junior, of Afhburton; 
J. Williams, junior, of Plymouth; E. B. of St. Columb; 
W. Hole, of Sidmouth; Jacob 5. Field, and W. Matthews, 
of Staverton. 





Ball, weighing an ounce, is fhot perpendicularly upwards. 
Query, at what diftance in its return will its moment 
equal nine pounds? 


4n ANAGRAM, éy Philagathus, of Dartington, 








E bards of fame, an infe& name, 
Change it with art and care, 
Then you, no doubt, will foon find out 

A rich adorned chair. 


Tranfpofe again, it will explain, 
An Englith market town; 

One letter change, (it may feem ftrange) 
Tranfpos’d a prieit is found. 





4A CHARADE, by Thomas Whicker, of Exeter. 
Wr armies meet in dread array, 


And phalanxes dire rage portend, 
’Tis there my firft {preads on the day, 
* Till battle doth their fury end. 


Come let us to my next repair, 
With friends and kinfmen to receive 
Far other, and more pleafing cheer, 
Than what my awful firft can give. 
Ye bards of Goadby’s pleafing page, 
Tofolve my whole your thoughts engage : 
Thus fings the mufe ; ’:is mufick’s darling he 
Who conititutes my whole you'll find to be. 


POETRY. 
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ADDRESS # SILENCE. 
{Read ata Literary Club, ] 


ILENCE! calm, venerable majefty : 
Guardian of contemplation and of love. 
Thy voice, in marv’llous words of nature, {peaks 

Not to the ear, but to the eye of man; 

Thy placid mien reftores the ruffled heath 

Or fhattered forefts, where the ftorm is paft ; 
And calms the ocean wave withouta fhore. 
Sometimes, when not a fingle leaf is wav’d ; 
When no mild breeze {weeps o’er the fmiling vale ; 
When, in the Jake, each undulation fleeps ; 
When heaven is full ferene; and grove, and hill, 
And mother earth are ftript of herb and flower 
By winter’s hand, laying in deep repofe 

Whole iflands ; heav’nly mufing filence reigns. 


Round IJceland’s coaft the frozen fea its bafe, 

Its top the fky, lit by the polar ftar, 

‘Thy throne is fixt. Thy palace, now and then, 

Is to the center fhook, by falling rocks 

Of glittering ice; or the enormoas whale ; 

Or by the roar of Hecla’s flaming mouth 

Loud thundering o’er thy widely echoing realms. 


Silence! I would not vifit thy domains, 

To north and fouth, for the moit precious ore, 
The gold and gems which Afric, Afia hold ; 

Ox rivers wath into the eaftern main: 

No: Not forthe fweet beauties of our earth; 
Nor the proud g'ories of the light of day. 
Sceptres and thrones, imperial crowns and ftars, 
Fade in the fhadowy mantfions of the dead, 
Where Kings, lords, flaves, without diftin@ior 
Beneath thy {way. 


ie 


Thy peaceful fceptre fcorns 
The triumphs of the throng’d metropolis, 
And exclamations of the multitude. 
Floods ; cataraéts o'er precipices huge ; 
The mighty founds of Ganges and of Nile, 
Have not a charm torthee; nor thunder’s voice, 
Nor dire convulfions, which the mountains fhake. 
Far, far remote from noife, thy prefence dwells. 
The fleeping infant, and his mother’s eye; 
‘The {miling picture, and the breathlefs buft ; 
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The reft of ages, and the mourner’s fac e; 

The mould’ring abbey, and the quiet grave; 

The lonely tower on a defert rock ; 

The fhining valley, with the full orb’d moon, 

Are thy delights : With them thou art well pleas’d. 
With thee ’tis peace: Peace now; peaceevermore! 


Eternity of calmnefs is thy joy ; 
Immeniity of {pace is thine abode ; 

The rolling planets own thy facred power ; 
Our little years are moments of thy life; 
Our little world is loit amid thy {pheres. 


The harmony ferene of mind is thine ; 

And human thought, that wings its boundlefs way 
From earth to heaven, is led through air by thee; 
With folitude and thee our God refides ! 


Huth winds! be ftill: Ceafe flood! thy tedious voice, 
The monotonous mufic of thy ftreams ; 

Or I muft leave you, and with filence ftray 

To the deep foreift, or the deeper grave, 

Where neither winds nor waves dilturb repofe. 


Yet, filence! let me once review the haunts 

f men. Once more let me enjoy the fcene 
Of focial hearts ; and view {weet friendthip’s fmiles, 
Ere I be feen no more! 


; Then have thy fway, 
Silence ! 
W. C, 





ao oth tre ws 


For tHE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SO es & B--Te 


HE Naiads, in their oozy bow’rs, 
Form a pleafing, lively train, 
Smiling at the vernal fhowers, 
Falling on their glitt’ring main. 


Secure from care and mortal ftrife, 
They feel not for to morrow ; 

But gently lead a careleis life, 
And lofe all thoughts of forrow. 


If mancould thus fuch pleafure fhare, 
When lodg’d within his fedge crown’d cot ; 
And freed from all his ftrife and care, 
dappy then would be his lot. 


>= = OS an eS ee ee ee ae ee 


But woe to him was firft confign’d s 
To feek for fortune=to be kind. 
Exon, February, 1797. 


Pot 


M. B. Junior. 





